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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / June 24

As you know, there have been a number of
recent tragedies across our country that involve
hate crimes. I know you were as troubled as
I was by the vicious murder in Jasper, Texas,
just two weeks ago. This shocking event focused
America’s attention on the problem of hate
crimes. I hope we can join together to reaffirm
that no American should be subjected to vio-
lence on account of his or her race, color, na-
tional origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender,
or disability.

Whether it is a gay American murdered as
he walks home from work or a Jewish American
whose synagogue is desecrated by swastikas,
such acts are not only examples of bias and
bigotry—they are crimes. They strike at the
heart of what it means to be an American and
at the values that define us as a Nation. That
is why I believe now is the time for us to

take strong and decisive action to fight hate
crimes.

There is nothing more important to the future
of this country than our standing together
against intolerance, prejudice, and violent big-
otry. The Hate Crimes Prevention Act will lead
the way in making all Americans more safe and
secure. I implore you to move this vital piece
of legislation through the Senate (House) with-
out delay.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Trent Lott, Senate majority leader; Thomas A.
Daschle, Senate minority leader; and Richard A.
Gephardt, House minority leader. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
letter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Peacekeeping
Operations
June 24, 1998

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I am pleased to transmit herewith the 1997

Annual Report to the Congress on Peace-
keeping. The report is required by section
407(d) of the Foreign Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 (Public Law
103–236).

The report provides an account of how the
United States used peacekeeping last year to
promote regional stability and to advance U.S.
interests. Our support for United Nations and
other peacekeeping operations allowed us to
protect our interests before they were directly
threatened and ensured that other nations
shared with us the risks and costs of maintaining
stability in the post-Cold War world.

Working together, we brought greater dis-
cipline to decisionmaking in national capitals and
at the United Nations regarding multilateral
peace operations. Tough questions about man-
date, size, cost, duration, and exit strategy for
proposed missions were answered before oper-
ations were approved. Careful attention was also
given to ensuring that those responsible for lead-

ing peacekeeping missions—the United Nations,
NATO, or a coalition of concerned states—were
capable of successfully achieving the intended
objective.

I look forward to working with you to ensure
that peacekeeping remains a viable option for
dealing with international conflicts of interest
to the United States.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Floyd
Spence, chairman, House Committee on National
Security; Robert L. Livingston, chairman, House
Committee on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gil-
man, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations; Strom Thur-
mond, chairman, Senate Committee on Armed
Services; and Ted Stevens, chairman, Senate
Committee on Appropriations.
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